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Grantee Spotlight: 360 Interactive Web Browser of the
DC Court of Appeals

With support from the State Justice Institute, the District
of Columbia Courts partnered with Youtopian to create
a 360 interactive experience of the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals. This tool is designed to pull back the
curtain on one of the most important—but often least
understood—institutions in the justice system. By
blending immersive technology with clear, accessible
explanations, the platform gives residents, students,
lawyers, and self-represented litigants a new way to
explore the court that feels intuitive rather than
intimidating. Instead of encountering the appeals
process as a maze of legal jargon, users can navigate a
virtual environment that breaks each step... Read more

In the News

🎙️The Docket: NCACC Interview with Michelle White

New on The Docket: Interview with Michelle White, Senior Program Advisor at the State
Justice Institute, featured by the National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks (NCACC)
Education Fund Committee. In this insightful Q&A, Michelle shares her perspective on
judicial education, the importance of professional development for court professionals, and
how partnerships between organizations like SJI and NCACC help strengthen courts and
advance access to justice. She also reflects on the value of investing in court professionals
and the critical role education plays in building a more effective and trusted judicial system.
Read the full interview and learn more about the work supporting appellate... Read more
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CourTools Measure 8: Effective Use of Jurors

Jury managers and court leaders grapple with a common problem: how to summon the
right number of jurors efficiently, without placing an unnecessary burden on the community
or eroding public confidence in the courts. Recent updates to the National Center for State
Courts (NCSC)’s CourTools Measure 8: Effective Use of Jurors give courts more accurate,
standardized tools for measuring jury yield and utilization, supporting better decision-
making, operational fairness, and confidence in the jury system itself. “Courts across the
country are increasingly focused on reducing unnecessary juror burden, improving
communication with jurors, and addressing participation challenges that... Read more

New Online Course: Working in Courts

The National Center for State Courts (NCSC)’s new online course, Working in Courts,
funded by the State Justice Institute, helps new employees see a connection they might
otherwise miss: the link between their daily work and the court’s broader mission of
delivering justice that is fair, accessible, and trustworthy for everyone. The three-hour
course builds a foundational understanding of courts and promotes purpose and pride in
public service through four modules: Getting started: Lays the groundwork for court
employees’ role in serving the public, upholding the rule of law, and supporting the judicial
system. Introduction to the courts: Traces the history and development of... Read more

The Legal Deserts Problem-Solving Project

A partnership between the Innovation for Justice (i4J), the National Center for State Courts
and the State Justice Institute - The Legal Deserts Problem-Solving Project focuses
on extensive legal deserts mapping, using GIS technology, to help courts and their justice
system partners gain deeper insights into the needs of people living in legal deserts. The
project establishes an expansive inventory of existing and possible legal desert
interventions. It also assembles a cohort of 3 state courts to engage in: (1) training
regarding legal deserts and their possible solutions; (2) participatory action research in
their jurisdictions to understand the unique conditions of the legal deserts in their state; (3)
technical assistance in selecting and implementing right-sized legal desert... Read more

Announcements

Upcoming Conference!
The National
Association for Court
Management (NACM)
will be hosting their

Annual Conference from July 12th -
July 16th, 2026, in Jacksonville,
Florida. This year's theme

Upcoming
Conference! The 
National Council of
Juvenile and Family

Court Judges (NCJFCJ) is excited
to host their 89th Annual
Conference, from July 19th – 22nd,
2026, in Nashville, Tennessee at the
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is America 250: Preserving the Rule
of Law in the Age of Rapid
Change. The conference will
continue to examine potential
threats to the Rule of Law caused
by major changes in society
including the implementation and
expansion of technology such as
artificial intelligence (AI), the
evolving threat environment (both
Cyber and Physical), and the
evolving social atmosphere. View
the event agenda here. For more
information on this event and to
register today, click here.

Grand Hyatt Nashville. The
conference will feature educational
presentations on topic-specific
training tracks including domestic
relations, juvenile justice, child
welfare, family violence, and
emerging issues, as well as general
sessions led by thought leaders.
This conference is designed for a
wide range of disciplines and is
open to all those who strive to
improve the systems and change
the lives of children, families and
survivors in the court system and
our communities. Register here.

SJI Funding Update!
Due to limited grant
resources, SJI will not
support grants that
propose to maintain,

enhance, or expand the operations
of problem-solving courts. SJI will
continue to prioritize innovative
projects that can be replicated
across the U.S. regardless of court
type. SJI encourages potential
applicants to consider federal grant
funding for these activities. 
Information regarding other funding
opportunities can be accessed on
SJI’s Funding Toolkit, the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Office of
Justice Programs Funding
Opportunities page, as well as US
Department of Health and Human
Services’ Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services
Administration funding
opportunities page... Read more

Upcoming
Conference! The 
National Conference of
Appellate Court Clerks

(NCACC) will be holding their 85th
Annual Conference, funded by SJI,
from August 2nd - 6th, 2026, in
Austin, Texas. The conference is
paid for with NCACC funds, most of
which are derived from non-vendor
sources, such as dues, registration
fees, member contributions to the
Education Fund, and a grant from
the State Justice Institute.  All the
educational sessions are supported
entirely by non-vendor funds.  Some
conference events, particularly
social activities, are paid for, directly
or indirectly, by vendors who do
business with courts.  Programs and
events that are supported, in whole
or in part, with vendor funds are
clearly identified on the conference
schedule. Register here.

Upcoming Conference! The
Conference of Court Public

Upcoming Conference! 
The National Association for
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Information
Officers (CCPIO) 2026
Annual Meeting will be
held from August 2nd -

5th, 2026, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. This year’s conference
includes sessions on: 1. Not If, But
When – Choosing an AI Service 2.
Equal Access to Justice by Design
3. Managing Secondary Stress 4.
Taking the Court to Court and
Lessons from Journalists 5. Judicial
Security and the Role of the PIO
and more! Your work as a court
communicator is important. Return
to the office armed with solid ideas,
new tools, and a load of contacts to
rely on throughout the next year! To
register now, click here.

Presiding Judges and
Court Executive
Officers (NAPCO) will
be hosting their 2026

Annual Conference from August
16th - 19th, 2026, in Wilmington,
Delaware. This conference is the
Tenth Annual Trial Court Leadership
Academy and Conference. This
year's conference theme is:
“250 Years of Judicial
Independence and Adapting Justice
to a New Century”. The venue
is: Chase Center on the
Riverfront. View the conference
agenda here. For exhibitor and
sponsorship information, pricing,
event details and registration
information, click here.

If you are interested in sharing court related news or announcements in the SJI newsletter,

please send all content to contact@sji.gov by the 10th of the month.

Are you a SJI grantee interested in being featured in our monthly newsletter and on our
website? Follow the instructions on our Grantee Spotlight Submission Instructions page.

The next deadline to submit a
grant application to SJI
is Aug 1, 2026.

Learn more about SJI grants and apply
today! 
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