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Grantee Spotlight: Online Resolution of Traffic and
Misdemeanor Cases

w ] M1 With support from the State Justice Institute, the Justice
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL Management Institute (JMI) and Kalamuna are
expanding the online case resolution (OCR) initiative to
’ Kalamuna traffic and misdemeanor courts across the United
States. OCR is a software platform that enables courts
and justice system stakeholders and defendants to
conduct traffic and misdemeanor cases online using a

free, open-source GNU General Public License (GPL)@.
OCR provides defendants with online tools to manage
court transactions, court hearings, and plea negotiation;
as well as to appear virtually at hearings authorized by
the court. OCR also provides a module to their defense
attorney to manage their cases, including... Read more

In the News

SJI Releases New Report on Legal Deserts in the U.S.

Access to legal representation is a cornerstone of the American justice system, yet millions
of Americans live in communities where legal assistance is scarce, difficult to reach, or
entirely unavailable. These areas, commonly known as “legal deserts,” are geographic
regions where the number of practicing attorneys is grossly insufficient to meet the legal
needs of the population. Legal deserts are most acute in rural America, Tribal communities,
frontier regions, and economically distressed areas, but they also appear within otherwise
well-resourced states and metropolitan regions. This new report responds to the U.S.
Senate Committee on Appropriations’ direction that SJI examine the issues related to legal
deserts and prepare recommendations to address them. It consolidates findings from
national justice-gap research, American Bar Association (ABA) county-level... Read more
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South Dakota Supreme Court Chief Justice Steven Jensen to Lead Two
National Court Organizations

South Dakota Supreme Court Chief Justice, Steven R. Jensen, has been named president
of the Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) and chair of the National Center for State
Courts (NCSC) Board of Directors. Chief Justice Jensen’s one-year terms have just begun,
following the recent CCJ annual conference and NCSC’s Board of Directors meeting in
Rapid City, South Dakota. “Chief Justice Jensen has been a steadfast advocate for
expanding access to legal services, particularly in rural communities where too many
people struggle to find the help they need,” said NCSC President Elizabeth Clement. “His
leadership has brought national attention to the challenges facing rural courts... Read more

Missouri State Courts Administrator Kathy Lloyd to Lead National Organization
for Court Leaders

Missouri State Courts Administrator, Kathy S. Lloyd, will lead the Conference of State
Court Administrators (COSCA) as president and the National Center for State

Courts (NCSC) Board of Directors as vice chair through July 2027. The state courts
administrator since 2015, Lloyd’s one-year terms have just begun, following the

recent COSCA annual conference and NCSC’s Board of Directors meeting in Rapid City,
South Dakota. “Kathy’s leadership on behavioral health priorities has helped advance long-
term, sustainable solutions to the growing behavioral health needs arising in state courts,”
said NCSC President Elizabeth Clement. “Her experience in juvenile justice and trial court
administration gives her a unique perspective on day-to-day court operations... Read more

Announcements

': Upcoming
Webinar! Trauma-
Informed Courts From
Self-Care to Team-

': Upcoming Webinar!
As part of the
Navigating Leadership
Webinar Series,

the National Center for State
Courts (NCSC) will be hosting
"Developing Strategies for
Legislative Engagement" on August
18th, 2026, from 1:00PM - 2:00PM
EST. This session is designed to
provide practical strategies for court
leaders to engage more effectively
with policymakers and legislative
staff. Join in to learn how to align
court priorities with legislative goals,

Care. Join the National Association
for Court Management (NACM) and
the National Council of Juvenile and
Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ) on
August 19th, 2026, from 3:00PM -
4:30PM EST. for a two-part series
where you discuss the importance
of collaboration around secondary
trauma that will take you from self-
care to team-care! In the first
webinar, you will explore the core



https://ccj.ncsc.org/
http://ncsc.org/
http://ncsc.org/
https://www.sji.gov/south-dakota-supreme-court-chief-justice-steven-jensen-to-lead-two-national-court-organizations/
https://cosca.ncsc.org/
https://cosca.ncsc.org/
http://ncsc.org/
http://ncsc.org/
https://www.sji.gov/missouri-state-courts-administrator-kathy-lloyd-to-lead-national-organization-for-court-leaders/
https://news.ncsc.org/t/c/AQjLzRUQjNQ6GPDGn5kBIMGT1Q6XK3NNyom-3CeL-H7ze24vNXOqC__fs7nMabuSVt3F7w
https://news.ncsc.org/t/c/AQjLzRUQjNQ6GPDGn5kBIMGT1Q6XK3NNyom-3CeL-H7ze24vNXOqC__fs7nMabuSVt3F7w
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-center-for-state-courts/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-center-for-state-courts/
https://nacmnet.org/
https://nacmnet.org/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/

including how to clearly
communicate the courts' needs,
build productive relationships, and
position the judicial branch as a
trusted resource. Through
experience-based examples and
actionable guidance, this session
will focus on strengthening
collaboration... Read more

concepts of trauma, identify how
trauma presents in individuals
working in court environments, and
then begin to move into practical,
team-based strategies courts can
adopt to strengthen wellbeing,
performance, and ultimately
procedural fairness. The second
participatory webinar... Read more

Funding Opportunity
s Now Open! The Bureau
of Justice Assistance
(BJA) EY 2026 Daniel
Anderl Judicial Security
and Privacy Program is now
accepting applications. This is a
great opportunity for State Courts.
This program supports state, local,
and eligible tribal governments in
strengthening protections for federal
judges and their immediate family
members by preventing the public
release of sensitive personal
information and enhancing judicial
security. The goal is to help ensure
judges can carry out their duties
without fear of harassment, doxxing,
stalking, or retaliation. Applications
are due through JustGrants by
September 10, 2026 (following the
Grants.gov deadline of September

3, 2026). To apply now... Read more

': Registration Now Open!

The National

Association of State

Judicial Educators
(NASJE) Annual Meeting will be
held from September 27th - 30th,
2026, in Athens, Georgia. Join
judicial educators and court training
professionals from across the
country for an engaging and
collaborative conference experience
in Athens, Georgia. This year’s
conference will focus on innovative
ideas, meaningful connections, and
practical strategies that strengthen
the future of judicial branch
education. Participants will gain
practical ideas and strategies that
translate directly to judicial security,
emergency preparedness, and court
training programs. For more
information, pricing, and to register
now, click here.

': Upcoming Conference!

The American Judges

Association (AJA) will

be hosting their 2026

Annual Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee, from
September 27th - October 2nd,
2026. This year's conference theme
is: Striking the Right Chord:

! 7 Registration Now

Open! Join the 2026
Human Resources &
Finance Summit, hosted
by the National Center for State
Courts, from October 21-23, 2026,
in Orlando, Florida. Designed for
state and local court professionals
in human resources, audit, and
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Safeguarding Justice in a Divided finance, this educational summit
Nation. For detailed information on offers valuable learning and

each of the sessions, please read networking opportunities. The event
the full agenda here. For more begins Wednesday with HR-focused
about the keynote speakers, programming and continues
session topics, pricing, hotel Thursday with engaging HR, audit,
information and to register today, and finance plenary sessions. Don't
click here. miss this opportunity... Read more

If you are interested in sharing court related news or announcements in the SJI newsletter,

please send all content to contact@sji.gov by the 10t of the month.

Are you a SJI grantee interested in being featured in our monthly newsletter and on our
website? Follow the instructions on our Grantee Spotlight Submission Instructions page.

The next deadline to submit a

grant application to SJI (FUNDING TOOLKIT

is Nov 1, 2026. for State Courts and
Justice System Partners

Learn more about SJI grants and apply.
today! ﬁi o
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